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NEWS RELEASE FOR IMMEDEATE RELEASE
OCTOBER: NATIONAL DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AWARENESS MONTH

SEWAA Hosts Shanti March (Peace March) October 4th 

PHILADELPHIA, September 12, 2008- SEWAA, Service & Education for Women Against Abuse will hold a Shanti March (Peace March) on October 4, 2008 at FDR Park in Philadelphia. This march marks National Domestic Violence Awareness Month and 2nd International Day of Non-violence on October 2nd, Mahatma Gandhi's birthday.  In addition to creating awareness about the fact those painful domestic matters know no boundaries, the proceeds raised will go towards building a culture sensitive shelter for S. Asian women in Philadelphia
In an October 1, 2007 proclamation, President Bush stated, “National Domestic Violence Awareness Month is an opportunity to renew our commitment to preventing domestic violence and to assisting those who suffer from its devastating effects.”  Domestic Violence Awareness Month provides a forum for national dialogue on a crucial matter that remains difficult to talk about even today.  It is the voice for ongoing public education, awareness campaigns, legislative actions, increasing resources and furthering preventive efforts.  

Family violence prevention is a community responsibility. Approximately 1.3 million women are physically assaulted by an intimate partner in United States. (National Violence Against Women Survey). According to the U.S. Department of Justice, between 1998 and 2002, 84% of spouse abuse victims were females; males were 83% of spouse murderers and 50% of offenders in state prisons for spousal abuse had killed their victims. 

In a recent joint press release with Richard Lugar (R-Ind.), titled We Must Confront Violence Against Women, Senator Joseph Biden, the Democratic Vice-Presidential candidate echoed, “One in three women worldwide will experience gender-based 

violence in her lifetime. In some countries, that’s true for 70 percent of women. No country is immune.”

The first Domestic Violence Awareness Month was observed in October 1987 with

the launch of first national toll free hotline: 1-800-799-SAFE.  In 1989, the first Domestic Violence Awareness Month Commemorative Legislation was passed by Congress and has been passed every year since. The first Day of Unity, observed in
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October 1981 by National Coalition Against Domestic Violence, gave birth to Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  The first Monday in October marks the Day of Unity with various events across the nation.  The diverse activities signify mourning those who lost their lives to domestic violence, celebrating those who survived, building coalition and establishing a platform for advocates working to end domestic violence.

Domestic violence permeates across all cultures, age, education, religious and socio-economic status.  Women are naturally vulnerable; some men also are victims of this unacceptable gender based violence.  In recent years, an intimate partner killed 33% of female murder victims and 4% of male murder victims. (Bureau of Justice Statistics)  There are well established beliefs that support violence against women.  It is the right of every being to live in dignity and peace. A change in mindset at the societal level is essential in creating every home a safe place. 

The United Nations General Assembly in June 2007 unanimously declared October 2nd, Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi’s Birthday (Gandhi Jayanti) as an International Day of Nonviolence.  The resolution recognizes Gandhi’s Satyagraha (Truth Force), a nonviolent non-cooperation movement to free India.  Bangkok, Thailand hosted the first International Day of Nonviolence organized by UN Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific. Gandhi upheld the practice of Ahimsa all his life.  He preached violence is counterproductive to achievement of peace.  He visualized seeds of nonviolence in every being and urged “You must be the change you want to see in the world.” 

ABOUT SEWAA: Established in 1990, SEWAA, a Philadelphia-based nonprofit organization, run by volunteers is dedicated to providing support to South Asian women who are victims of domestic abuse. It serves women from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, and Bhutan.  SEWAA strives to create a safe and supportive environment for women in distress. It believes nonviolence begins at home.  
www.sewaa.net Phone: (215)62-sewaa / (215)627-3922 E-mail:sewaapa@gmail.com
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